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Instructions for use: 
(1). Replace all bracketed placeholder text (e.g., [Insert Title]) with your own content. 
(2). DO NOT delete the section headings. 
(3). Delete all italicized instruction lines before submission. 

Format Requirements:
· Page Size: A4
· Font: Times New Roman, 12-point
· Line Spacing: 1.5 line spacing
· Margins: Standard (moderate) margins
· Page Number: Number all pages consecutively
· File Name: Submit as a single PDF named using the following format: 
Surname_FirstName_XMUMPCM_RP. pdf 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Length: The total body of the paper (excluding the reference list) must be between 2,000 and3,000 words
· Referencing Style: Follow the 7th edition of the American Psychological Association (APA) style guide for all in-text citations and the reference list

1. Title of Proposed Research (Suggested length: ~15 words)
[Insert a concise, specific working title indicating the topic, focus, and communication sub-field.]

2. Applicant & Research Track Information (Suggested length: 100–150 words)
Full Name: 
Intended Research Area: 
Preferred Supervisor(s) (if known): 
[ Briefly introduce yourself and explain how your background relates to your proposed research area.]

3. Background and Rationale (Suggested length: 300–400 words)
[ Describe the context of the research problem, why it matters academically and socially, and the gap in current knowledge or practice that motivates the study.]

4. Problem Statement (Suggested length: 100–150 words)
[ State clearly and concisely the specific issue the research intends to address.]

5. Research Questions / Objectives (Suggested length: 100–150 words)
[ List 2–4 research questions or objectives that are specific, researchable, and consistent with the problem statement.]

6. Preliminary Literature Review (Suggested length: 400–600 words)
[ Provide a brief, critical (not merely descriptive) engagement with key studies and debates relevant to the topic, identifying the specific gap the proposal addresses.]

7. Theoretical / Conceptual Framework (Suggested length: 150–250 words)
[ Identify the theory, model, or conceptual lens (e.g., media effects, framing, political economy of communication, uses and gratifications, intercultural communication theory) that will anchor the study.]

8. Proposed Research Methodology (Suggested length: 300–400 words)
[ Outline the likely research paradigm (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods), data collection methods, sampling approach, and analytical strategy. You are not expected to finalise methodology at this stage.]

9. Significance and Contribution (Suggested length: 150–200 words)
[ Describe the anticipated theoretical, practical, and policy contributions of the study, including its relevance to communities, industry, or public interest.]

10. ESD Value Reflection Statement (Suggested length: 200–300 words, mandatory)
This is not a separate research topic. Reflect critically on how your proposed research relates to sustainable, responsible, and ethical communication. Where relevant, address: 
(a) how the research connects to one or more dimensions of sustainable development (e.g., social equity, cultural preservation, environmental communication, media literacy, responsible technology use, community wellbeing, or the UN SDGs); 
(b) your personal understanding of, and commitment to, ethical, inclusive, and socially responsible communication research and practice; and 
(c) how you anticipate your doctoral research contributing positively to society, industry, policy, or community beyond its academic contribution. Reflect honestly rather than forcing an artificial connection.
[ Insert your ESD Value Reflection Statement here.]

11. Indicative Timeline (Suggested length: 1 table, ~1 page)
Adapt the table below to your own proposed research to demonstrate that the scope of the study is realistic within the normal candidature period.
	Phase
	Key Activity
	Indicative Period

	Phase 1
	[e.g., Coursework and refinement of research proposal with supervisor]
	Year 1

	Phase 2
	[e.g., Literature review consolidation, instrument/design development, ethics approval]
	Year 1–2

	Phase 3
	[e.g., Data collection]
	Year 2

	Phase 4
	[e.g., Data analysis and draft chapters]
	Year 2–3

	Phase 5
	[e.g., Thesis writing, review, and oral defence]
	Final year


12. References (Suggested length: Not counted in word limit)
List all works cited in the proposal in APA (7th edition) style, in alphabetical order.
[ Insert reference list here. ]

Declaration of Originality
I declare that this Admission Research Proposal is my own original work, prepared specifically for the purpose of applying to the Doctor of Philosophy (Communication) programme (Research Mode) at the School of Communication, Xiamen University Malaysia. All sources consulted have been properly acknowledged and cited. I understand that any act of plagiarism or misrepresentation may result in the rejection of my application or, if discovered after admission, disciplinary action.

Name: 
    
Signature: 

Date: 
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